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WEST  ASHFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT ,  KENT 


Annual  Reports  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Chief 
Public  Health  Inspector  for  the  Year,.  1 971 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors 

j 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 

1971  . 

Population 

The  Registrar  General's  estimate  of  the  mid-year  Home  Population 
is  1 6,000  which  is  a  decrease  of  910  from  that  of  the  previous  year. 

Live  Births  and  Birth  Rate 

The  number  of  births  was  231  which  was  a  decrease  of  89  from  that 
of  the  previous  year  and  the  crude  birth  rate  was  accordingly  14.4 
this  becomes  13.5  after  adjustment  by  the  Registrar  G-eneral'  s 
Comparability  Factor  which  is  computed  from  a  population  standardised 
for  age  and  sex  distribution  and  was  lower  than  that  of  16.0  for 
England  and  Wales . 

Stillbirths  and  Rate 


Four  stillbirths  were  registered  and  the  rate  of  17.0  per  1,000 
total  (live  and  still)  births  was  higher  than  that  of  12.0  for 
England  and  Wales. 

Infant  Deaths  and  Mortality  Rate 

Five  deaths  were  registered  due  to:- 

Respiratory  Distress  Syndrome 
Prematurity  . 

Prematurity  . . 

Prematurity  ...  ... 

Cardio  Respiratory  Failure 
Prematurity  . 

Cardiac  Respiratory  Failure 
Prematurity  . 

In  infantile  mortality  rate  was  accordingly  22.0  compared  with 
that  of  18.0  for  Engalnd  and  Wales. 

The  hard  core  of  causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality  (i.e.  stillbirths 
and  infant  deaths  under  one  week  of  ago)  is  prematurity,  asphyxia  and 
atalectasis,  birth  injuries  and  congenital  malformations  and  the 
chief  maternal  factor  i3  toxaemia  of  pregnancy. 

fllatomal  Deaths  and  Mortality  Rato 

This  rato  was  nil,  a3  thore  were  no  maternal  deaths  duo  to 
Pregnancy,  Childbirth  and  Abortion  which  is  a  reflection  of  the  high 
standard  of  modem  obstotric  practice. 


. . .  3  days 

. . .  4  minutes 

. ..  2  days 

. . .  1  day 

. . .  12  hrs . 
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Total  Deaths  and  Death  Rate 

The  total  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  was  241  (109  M.  132  F.) 
and  the  crude  death  rate  was  15.1;  this  comparatively  high  rate  was 
due  to  the  naturally  higher  mortality  in  Hothfield  Hospital  which 
accommodates  chronic  sick  patients  and  from  which  deaths  are  assigned 
to  the  District  when  patients  have  been  resident  for  more  than  six 
months.  The  Registrar  General* s  Comparability  Factor  which  is  computed 
from  a  population  standardised  for  age  and  sex  distribution  takes 
this  into  account  and  the  adjusted  rate  was  8.6  which  was  lower  than 
that  of  11.6  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  majority  of  the  deaths  were  from  natural  causes  amongst  the 
aged,  namely  Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases  and  Vascular  lesions  of 
the  Nervous  System  of  which  there  were  114  out  of  the  total  of  231 
deaths.  Ischaemic  Heart  Disease  (Coronary  Thrombosis  and  Coronary 
Atheroma)  was  the  cause  of  59  of  those  deaths.  These  were  in  the 
following  age-groups:-  1  between  35  -  44,  3  between  45  -  54,  4  between 
55  -  64,  23  bet ween  65  -  74  and  28  over  75  years.  The  great  majority 
of  deaths  were  over  65  years,  those  in  the  age  group  over  75  years 
having  been  the  highest.  Although  these  figures  are  small  for  any 
valid  inference,  the  fact  that  the  majority  of  deaths  were  in  old  age 
conforms  with  the  usual  pattern  and  v/ould  seem  to  indicate  that  it  is 
primarily  a  degenerative  or  senile  disease. 

Coronary  Atheroma  of  the  Heart  is  not  an  uncommon  cause  of 
death,  often  unsuspected  in  life,  as  revealed  by  post-mortem  examinations. 

Cancer,  as  invariably  in  previous  years,  was  the  second  highest 
cause  of  deaths,  31  having  been  registered  in  the  following  age-groups :- 

1  between  45  -  54,  6  between  55  -  64,  7  between  65  -  74  and  16  over 
75  years  of  age.  The  mortality  increases  with  old  age,  pari  passu 
with  the  fact  that  medical  advice  is  commonly  sought  too  late. 

Cancer  of  the  Lung  was  the  cause  of  12  (7  M.  5  F.)  of  those  deaths 
in  the  following  age-groups:-  2  between  55  -  64,  5  between  65  -  74 
and  5  over  75  years.  Generally,  the  majority  of  deaths  from  Cancer 
of  the  Lung  are  in  earlier  age-groups  than  those  of  other  forms  of 
Cancer,  and  the  fact  that  the  ratio  of  deaths  predominates  in  males, 
would  seem  to  indicate  that  the  inhalation  of  tobacco  smoke  is  a 
precipitating  factor  amongst  those  who  are  predisposed. 

Cancer  of  the  Breast  caused  5  deaths  in  the  following  age-groups :- 

2  between  55  -  64,  1  between  65  -  74  and  2  over  75  years  of  age. 

Having  regard  to  the  fact  that  the  disease  is  insidious.  Cancer  of 
the  Breast  in  comparison  with  other  forms  of  Cancer,  is  not  difficult 
to  diagnose  and  it  is  reasonable  to  assume  that  the  patients,  many 

of  whom  are  in  early  age-groups,  seek  medical  advice  too  late. 

Cancer  of  the  Stomach  caused  4  deaths  in  the  following  age-groups :- 
1  between  25  -  34,  1  between  65  -  74,  2  over  75  years. 

The  other  causes  of  deaths  were  miscellaneous  and  there  was  no 
exceptional  mortality. 


There  were  no  deaths  due  to  Infectious  Disease. 
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Infoctious  Disease 

The  following  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  notified  during 
the  year:- 

Who oping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  .  19 

Measles  ...  ...  .  Ill 

Infective  Jaundice  . .  .  2 

Scarlet  Fever  .  ...  2 

Measles  is  still  endemic  and  prevalent  although  vaccination  is 
an  inhibiting  factor  in  the  prevention  of  larger  outbreaks;  the 
serious  complications  of  former  years  are  now  relatively  infrequent 
and  when  they  do  occur  are  usually  treated  successfully  by  specific 
anti-biotics . 

Tuberculosis 

There  was  one  (IF)  case  of  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  notified 
during  the  year  and  no  deaths  were  recorded. 


Cases  or  suspected  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  are  still  required 
to  be  notified.  There  was  one  case  of  Salmonella  Typhi-Murium 
notified  -  the  patient  being  a  baby  boy  aged  10  months.  No  other 
cases  were  notified.  This  fact  is  an  excellent  tribute  to  the 
invaluable  routine  prevention  work  in  Food  Hygiene  carried  through 
by  the  Public  Health  Inspectorate. 

Influenza 

Fortunately,  there  was  no  outbreak  of  this  dangerous  infection 
during  the  winter  months . 

A  new  era  in  the  history  of  the  prevalence  of  serious  Infectious 
Diseases  has  been  reached,  in  prevention  and  treatment.  For  example, 
the  remarkable  advance  in  this  Century  of  medical  science,  with 
emphasis  on  the  last  40  years,  has  prevented  by  vaccination  and 
immunisation  lethal  and  disabling  infections  such  as  Poliomyelitis, 
Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough  and  recently  Measles  and  German  Measles 
and  by  treatment  with  specific  Anti-biotics  and  Sulpha  drugs, 
diseases  caused  by  bacteria  such  as  Acute  Meningitis,  the  Pneumonias, 
Puerperal  Sepsis,  Scarlet  Fever,  Erysipelas,  Typhoid,  Paratyphoid  Fevers, 
and  Food  Poisoning  etc. 

Influenza,  which  is  still  epidemic  in  the  winter  months  is  by  and 
large  the  most  dangerous  infection  and  it  is  still  equivocal  whether 
vaccination  is  preventive,  unless  a  vaccine  specific  to  the  strain 
which  is  likely  to  become  epidemic  is  prepared  in  time  before  the 
epidemic  occurs. 

All  virus  infections  per  se  do  not  respond  to  treatment  by  the 
Anti-biotics  or  Sulpha  drugs,  but  fortunately  serious  complications 
caused  by  bacteria  usually  respond  successfully  to  treatment. 

Vaccination  against  the  virus  of  Measles  has  recently  been  introduced, 
and  it  is  expected  that  the  biennial  outbreaks  which  occur  will  be 


eventually  controlled.  Vaocination  is  available  at  tho  Child 
Welfare  Clinics  and  from  the  Family  Doctor. 

Vaccination  against  German  Measles  has  also  been  recently 
introduced  for  girls  aged  about  11  -  14  years  which  v/ould  prevent 
congenital  malformations  amongst  babies  whose  mothers  night  suffer 
from  this  infection  during  the  early  months  of  pregnancy. 

Vaccination  against  Smallpox  was  discontinued  at  Child  Welfare 
Centres  on  the  30th  July,  1971  as  the  Department  of  Health  and 
Social  Security  consider  mass  vaccination  of  the  child  population  to  be 
unnecessary. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  state  that  the  Public  Health  of  the  District 
was  very  satisfactory  throughout  the  year  and  I  would  wish  to  take 
this  opportunity  of  thanking  you  for  your  interest  in  and  support 
of  the  Department  and  also  the  staff  for  their  co-operation  and  veiy 
efficient  service. 


I  am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  MARSHALL,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 


Central  Public  Health  Office, 
14,  Church  Road, 

Ashford, 

Kent. 


Tel.  No.  Ashford  24411 
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STATISTICAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OP  THE  DISTRICT 


Area:-  39,453  acres. 


Registrar-General* s  Estimate  of:- 

The  Resident  Population 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  according  to  the 

Rate  Books 

Rateable  Value  . 

Sum  Represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  . 


. ..  16,000 
5,389 

...  £44-0,226 
£3,950 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


West  Ashford  Rural  District  is  predominantly  agricultural  in 
character  -  there  are  only  a  few  light  industries.  The  Council 
has  been  a  progressive  Housing  Authority,  having  built  783  post 
war  dwellings  and  altogether  own  952  dwellings.  Generally  social 
conditions  are  satisfactory. 
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EXTRACTS 

FROM 

.VITAL 

STATISTICS 

West 

Ashford 

& 

Rural 

Wales 

District 

Total 

Ms. 

L. 

1  .  Live  births 

231 

120 

Ill 

Birth  Rate  per 

1 4.4 

1 6.0 

(a)  Legitimate 

1 ,000  estimated 

(Adjusted 

210 

o 

00 

102 

resident 

Rate) 

(b)  Illegitimate 

population 

13.5 

21 

12 

9 

2.  Stillbirths 

4 

1 

3 

Rate  per  1 ,000 

17.0 

12.0 

total  (live  & 

(a)  Legitimate 

3 

1 

2 

still)  births 

(b)  Illegitimate 

1 

- 

1 

3.  Total  live  and 
Stillbirths 

235 

121 

114 

4.  Deaths 

241 

109 

CVJ 

T— 

Death  Rate  per 

15.1 

11.6 

1  ,000  resident  (Adjusted 
population  Rate) 


8.6 


5*  Deaths  from  Preg¬ 
nancy,  C  hil  db  i  rth , 
Abortion 


Rate  per  1 ,000  -  Not 

live  births  Available 


6,  Deaths  of  Infants 
Under  One  Year  of 


Abb. 

5 

3 

2 

Rate  per  1  ,000 
live  births 

22.0 

18.0 

(a) 

Legitimate 

5 

3 

2 

Rate  per  1 ,000 
live  births 
( Legitimate) 

24.0 

17.0 

0>) 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Rate  per  1 ,000 

Nil 

24.0 

live  births 
(Illegitimate) 


7.  Perinatal  Mortality 

deaths  of  infants 
under  one  week  of 
age) 


5  3 


2  Rate  per  1 ,000 
total  births 


38.0  22.0 


(a)  Legitimate 


3  3  2 


(b)  Illegitimate 


8 .  1 11  e gi t imate_liv e_  birthsjDer  cent  of  total  live  births 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  WEST  ASHFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT 

DURING-  1971 


All  Causes 

Males 

Females 

109 

132 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Buccal  Cavity  etc. 

1 

— 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Oesophagus 

1 

— 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

2 

2 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine 

1 

3 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

7 

5 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

- 

3 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 

- 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Prostate 

3 

> 

Leukaemia 

1 

1 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms 

2 

1 

Diabetes  Mellitus 

- 

2 

Other  Endocrine  etc.  Diseases 

- 

1 

Multiple  Sclerosis 

1 

—  ■ 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 

1 

- 

Hypertensive  Disease 

3 

6 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 

31 

28 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease 

3 

8 

Cerebrovascular  Disease 

18 

24 

Other  Diseases  of  Ciroulatory  System 

2 

9 

Pneumonia 

5 

20 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

1  7 

3 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

2 

1 

Peptic  Ulcer 

2 

— 

Appendicitis 

1 

— 

Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia 

- 

1 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

- 

2 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

2 

- 

Other  Diseases,  G-enito-Urinary  System 

3 

1 

Diseases  of  Musculo-Skeletal  System 

- 

1 

Congenital  Anomalies 

1 

1 

Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour,  etc. 

- 

1 

Other  Causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality 

3 

— ■ 

Symptoms  and  Ill  Defined  Conditions 

— 

1 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

1 

— 

All  Other  Accidents 

1 

3 

Suicide  and  Self-Inflicted  Injuries 

2 

1 

New  Cases  and  Mortal! t 


8 


There  were  no  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  of  patients  who  had  not 
been  notified  as  suffering  from  that  disease. 


IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION 
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Smallpox  vaccinations  at  County  Clinics  were  discontinued  as  from  30-7-1971  . 


SEXUALLY  TRANSMITTED  DISEASES 
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Public  Health  Department, 

2  Elwick  Road, 

Ashford,  Kent, 

To  the  Chairman  &  Members  of  the  Rural  District  Council  of  West  Ashford 
Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  &  Gentlemen, 

I  BEG  TO  SUBMIT  MY  NINETEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  ENVIRONMENTAL 
CIRCUMSTANCES  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  3IST  DECEMBER,  ! 97  I  . 

This  is  the  first  full  year  with  the  services  of  Mr,  Angus,  Additional 
Public  Health  Inspector.  He  has,  as  his  main  commitment  carried  out  the 

MAJOR  INSPECTIONS  OF  SHOPS  UNDER  THE  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  AND  THE  PREMISES  TO 

which  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  apply.  His  regular 

VISITS  TO  FOOD  PREMISES  HAVE  RESULTED  IN  A  HIGHER  DEGREE  OF  CLEANLINESS  IN  THE 
SHOPS  AND  THE  STORE  ROOMS  AND  MODERNISATION  OF  KITCHENS  AND  EQUIPMENT  IN  THE 
RESTAURANTS  AND  PUBLIC  HOUSES. 

During  the  year  the  refuse  collection  and  disposal  service  was  the 

SUBJECT  OF  WORK  STUDY  AND  IT  WAS  PLEASING  TO  NOTE  THAT  THE  COUNCIL  HAD  NO 
SUPERFLUOUS  VEHICLES  AND  EXCEPT  FOR  THE  RETIREMENT  OF  THE  FOREMAN  -  WHO  WAS 
NOT  REPLACED  -  THE  GANGS  COULD  NOT  BE  CUT  DOWN.  CERTAIN  CHANGES  IN  THE 
ROUTING  OF  VEHICLES  WERE  MADE  TO  SAVE  MILEAGE  AND  EXCEPT  FOR  THIS  THE 
SERVICE  REMAINED  UNCHANGED. 

The  Civic  Amenities  Act  placed  a  large  burden  on  the  staff  in  pursuing 

ENQUIRIES  AND  THE  EVENTUAL  DISPOSAL  OF  ABANDONED  AND  UNWANTED  MOTOR  VEHICLES- 

Some  ratepayers  were  creating  quite  a  sideline  in  buying  old  cars,  stripping 

THEM  OF  ARTICLES  OF  VALUE  AND  LEAVING  THE  PIRATED  CARCASES  TO  BE  REMOVED  BY 

the  Council. 

The  stationing  of  tea  vans  on  Hothfield  CCmmon  was  the  subject  of 

INSPECTIONS  TO  ENSURE  H Y G t EN 1 C  CON D I T I  ON S  AND  COMPLIANCE  WITH  THE  FOOD  AND 

Drugs  Act,  Byelaws  are  being  prepared  to  control  the  numbers  of  vendors 
using  the  Common. 


WATER  SUPPLY 

The  mains  supply  for  the  district  is  distributed  by  the  Mid-Kent  Water 
Company.  Collection  is  from  the  North  Downs  at  Charing  by  means  of  artesian 

WELLS  AND  IS  STORED  IN  HIGH  LEVEL  RESERVOIR  TANKS  AND  DISTRIBUTED  BY  GRAVITY, 
THE  WATER  IS  NOT  PLUMBI  SOLVENT. 

There  are  still  some  properties  on  piped  private  supplies.  The  quality 

OF  THIS  WATER  IS  SUSPECT.  SAMPLING  SHOWS  HEAVY  BACTERIAL  COUNTS  FOLLOWING 
RAIN  AND  NONE  DURING  DRY  SPELLS.  SEVERAL  OWNERS  HAVE  ABANDONED  THESE  SOURCES 
AND  CONNECTED  TO  THE  MAINS  SUPPLY. 


Statutory  supply  undertaking 

Bacteriological  Exam. 

Chemical 

Exam. 

Pumping  Station 

No. 

Sat. 

Unsat. 

Sample 

Sat  . 

(Raw 

( 

(Treated 

Houses 

75 

80 

25 

75 

80 

25 

- 

9 

4 

5 

9 

4 

5 

Private  sources  piped 

TO  DWELLINGS 

59 

39 

20 

wm 

- 

Other  Private  Sources 

L  

- 

- 

- 

2 


Analysts  report  on  Mid-Kent  water  is  as  follows:- 


Chemical  Examination 

Parts 

per  Million 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen 

0.00 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen 

0.00 

Nitrate  Nitrogen 

6*6 

Nitrite  Nitrogen 

- 

NONE 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  3  hours  at  27°C 

0.02 

Alkalinity  (as  CACO3) 

108 

Hardness  (as  CACO*) 

CARBONATE 

167 

NON  CARBONATE 

108 

Total  solids  (dried  at 

1  80°C) 

285 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide 

16 

Residual  Chlorine 

N  1  L 

pH 

7.46 

1  RON 

NONE 

Bacteriological  Examin 

AT  1  ON 

Number  of  colon i • 

S  DEVELOPING  ON  NUTRIENT 

AGA 

R  PER  MILLILITRE:- 

1  DAY  AT  30°C  0 

3  DAYS  AT  22°C  0 

Bacteria  of  Indication 

Enumerat 1  ON 

Organisms  of  the  coliform  group  0 

1  N 

100  ML. 

Streptococci  Faecal 

0 

1  N 

100  ML . 

Remarks 

The  chemical  analysis  indicates  a  pure  and  wholesome  water  suitable 

FOR  PUBLIC  SUPPLY. 

THE  BACTERIOLOGICAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  WATER  IS  VERY  GOOD. 

The  folloving  table  shows  the  numbers  of  dwelling  houses  in  each 

PARISH;  THOSE  SUPPLIED  WITH  WATER  FROM  PUBLIC  AND  PRIVATE  MAINS;  AND  THOSE 
KNOWN  TO  BE  WITHOUT  A  MAINS  SUPPLY  OF  ANY  SORT.  THE  LATTER  OBTAIN  WATER 
FROM  SPRINGS,  WELLS  OR  BY  THE  STORAGE  OF  RAINWATER  IN  UNDERGROUND  TANKS. 


Mo.  OF 

Houses 

No.  of  Houses  with  piped 
Supply 

Houses  with 
Other  supplies 

»  - 

PUBL 1 C 

Private 

Bethersden 

483 

483 

- 

- 

Charing 

938 

935 

- 

3 

Egerton 

295 

290 

5 

mm 

Great  Chart 

317 

312 

5 

-  . 

Hothfi eld 

27  8 

277 

- 

1 

K  \  $ GSNORTH 

1665 

1665 

Little  Chart 

101 

101 

- 

- 

Pluckley 

346 

346 

- 

- 

Shadoxhurst 

321 

321 

- 

- 

Smarden 

359 

359 

- 

- 

Westwell 

287 

282 

4 

1 

TOTALS 

5389 

5373  " 

14 

5 
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DRAINAGE,  SEWAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

The  only  villages  without  whole  or  partial  main  drainage  are  Pluckley, 
Little  Chart  and  Westwell. 

Plans  are  well  under  way  to  rectify  this  position. 

Three  existing  village  disposal  plants  are  to  be  enlarged  to  improve 

THE  OUTFALL  AND  TO  ALLOW  ADDITIONAL  PROPERTIES  TO  BE  CONNECTED. 

Public  Conveniences 


Conveniences  for  both  sexes  are  to  be  constructed  at  Stanhope  early 
in  1972. 

The  existing  ones  at  Hothfield  and  Charing  are  greatly  used.  A 

CERTAIN  AMOUNT  OF  VANDALISM  STILL  TAKES  PLACE  AT  HOTHFIELD  BUT  THIS  IS 
GETTING  LESS. 

Cesspool  Emptying 

Staff 

D.  Hopkins  1400  gall,  tanker 

J.  ROSSITER  1500  GALL.  TANKER 

This  service  was  widely  used  throughtout  the  year.  The  old  1400  gall. 

TANKER  IS  BEING  REPLACED  EARLY  IN  1972. 

Besides  the  normal  emptying  of  private  cesspools  on  notification,  many 

ARE  SERVICED  AUTOMATICALLY,  BY  REASON  OF  TANKS  BEING  SHARED  OR  TO  OBVIATE 
NUI SANCES. 

Council  properties  not  on  main  sewers  require  regular  emptying  and 

WORK  IS  CARRIED  OUT  TO  HUMUS  AND  SEDIMENTATION  TANKS  AT  THE  COUNCIL 
DISPOSAL  PLANTS.  THE  TEAM  WORKS  WELL  AND  WILL  TURN  OUT  IN  EMERGENCY  AT 


ANY  TIME. 

Emptyings  from  Council  Properties  ..  ..  613 

Humus  Tanks  completely  emptied  ..  ..  ..  13 

Automatic  Emptyings  (private  properties)  ..  423 

Request  Emptyings  ”  "  .  ..  1031 

'^Repayment  Emptyings  "  "  .  . .  112 

2192 


*  Income  from  Repayment  Work 


•  • 


•  • 


0  0 


£647.00 
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Private  Cesspools/Septic  Tanks 


Village 

Total 

Cesspools 

Not 

Emptied 

EMPT 1  ED 

Once 

Emptied 

Twice 

Bethersden 

152 

66 

73 

13 

Charing  i 

231 

98 

78 

55 

Egerton 

177 

63 

82 

32 

Great  Chart 

79 

33 

31 

15 

Hothfield 

49 

22 

22 

5 

K 1 NGSNORTH 

100 

46 

36 

18 

Little  Chart' 

50 

25 

17 

8 

Pluckley 

145 

57 

60 

28 

Shadoxhurst 

97 

50 

34 

13 

Smarden 

1  54 

71 

65 

18 

Westwell 

140 

52 

53 

35 

1374 

583 

551 

240 

FOOD  AMD  DRUGS  ADMINISTRATION 

Slaughterhouses 


This  essential  service  was  maintained  with  100?/  inspection  of  all 
carcases  and  offal. 

The  two  slaughterhouses  are  clean  and  kept  tidy  and  as  the  meat 
inspector  IS  present  for  practically  all  working  hours  hygiene  conditions 

ARE  KEPT  HIGH.  FOLLOWING  AN  ACCIDENT  DUE  TO  A  STEEL  RUNNER  LEAVING  THE  RAIL 
ALL  STAFF  WERE  ISSUED  WITH  SAFETY  HELMETS. ,  THESE  ARE  EASILY  CLEANED  AND 
LAST  FOR  YEARS. 

Overtime  slaughtering  has  been  greatly  reduced  and  except  for  peak 

PERIODS  THE  INSPECTOR  ENJOYS  WEEKENDS  FREE  OF  WORK.  IN  SPITE  OF  THE 
REDUCTION  IN  OVERTIME  WORKING,  SLAUGHTERING  WAS  INCREASED  BY  4,000  CARCASES. 

Inspection  fees  received  go  a  long  way  towards  paying  the  meat 

INSPECTORS  SALARY  AND  THE  COSTS  OF  THE  SERVICE, 


£ 

Pluckley  ..  ,.  ..  ..  .,  19.95 

Charing  ..  ..  ..  ,.  2111.83 

Total  ..  ..  2131.78 
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Slaughterhouse  Throughput  _a  n d  JTo n p e mn a t  i  ons 

(1970  FI  GURES  I N  BRAC KETS ) 


Cattle 

EXCLUJ 1 NG 

Cows 

— 

| 

Cows 

Calves 

SHEEP 

AND 

Lambs 

L  .  . 

P  1  GS 

T - = - 

Total 

Number  killer 

AND  INSPECTED 

2621 

(3488) 

3163 

(1856) 

582 

(544) 

22759 
( ! 81 86) 

21485 

(22047) 

50610 
(461 15) 

ALL  DISEASES 

EXCEPT 

TUBERCULOSIS 

Whole  carcases 

condemned 

I 

(1) 

2 

(2) 

6 

(1) 

17 

(20) 

13 

(3) 

39 

(27) 

Carcases  of 

WHICH  SOME  PART 

OR  ORGAN  WAS 

CONDEMNED 

t  tn 

r- - 

in  cm 

919 

(823) 

8 

(23) 

I  239 
(2906) 

5384 

(6385) 

8124 
(1 1350) 

%  OF  THE  NUMBER 
INSPECTED  AFFECTED 

WITH  DISEASES  OTHER 

than  Tuberculosis 

34.8% 

(34.75%) 

29.1%, 

(44.35%) 

2.4% 

(4.25%) 

5.5% 
(16.7  5%) 

25.1% 

(29.0%) 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY 

Whole  carcases 

CONDEMNED 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Carcases  of  which 

SOME  PART  OR  ORGAN 

WAS  CONDEMNED 

- 

mm 

- 

48 

(19) 

48 

(19) 

%  OF  THE  NUMBER 
INSPECTED  AFFECTED 

with  Tuberculosis 

- 

- 

- 

,22^ 

- 

CYST  I CERCOS 1 S 

Carcases  of  which 

SOME  PART  OR  ORGAN 

WAS  CONDEMNED 

(1) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(!) 

Carcases  submitted 

TO  TREATMENT  BY 

REFRI GERAT  1  ON 

(1) 

! 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(- ) 

I 

(1) 

Generalised  and 

TOTALLY  CONDEMNED 

- 

- 

mm 
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Details  of  Whole  Carcases  Condemn 

Cattle  excluding  Cows 
I  Carcase  and  all  organs 


Cows 

I  Carcase  and  all  organs 
I  Carcase  and  all  organs 


Calves 

3  Carcases  and  all  organs 
I  Carcase  and  all  organs 

I  Carcase  and  all  organs 

I  Carcase  and  all  organs 


Sheep  and  Lambs 

6  Carcases  and  all  organs 
5  Carcases  and  all  organs 
2  Carcases  and  all  organs 
2  Carcases  anp  all  organs 
!  Carcase  and  all  organs 
I  Carcase  and  all  organs 


P  i  gs 

5  Carcases  and  all  organs 
4  Carcases  and  all  organs 
2  Carcases  and  all  organs 
I  Carcase  and  all  organs 
I  Carcase  and  all  organs 


lbs. 


Fevered/Cyst i t i s 

553 

Abnormal  Odour 

530 

Sept i caemi a 

220 

Joint  III 

232 

1 MMATURE 

1  8 

Sept i caem i a 

35 

UREMl a/OEDEMA 

140 

Oedema 

1  62 

Oedema  and  Emaciation 

1  18 

Sept i c  Mast i t i s 

95 

Extensive  Bruising 

70 

Pyaemi a 

55 

Septic  Arthritis 

1  8 

Emac i at  1  on 

453 

Pyaemi a 

37  0 

Abnormal  Odour 

1  30 

Lymphatic  Lukemia 

80 

Mori  bund 

80 

550 


750 


425 


498 


Total 


1113 
5336  lb 


Details  of  Foodstuffs  of  All  Types  Condemned 

a)  Slaughterhouses  -  whole  carcases  3336 

miscellaneous  meat  7092 

E8IBLE  OFFAL  24536 


34964  lbs. 


b)  Shops  etc.  -  voluntary  surrender  3818  lbs. 


c)  Miscellaneous  wines  and  spirits  following  fire  damage  477i  bottles 


Total  Foodstuffs  Condemnep:  16  ton  9  cwt.  I  qtr.  2  lbs. 


Knackers  Yards  (Offensive  Trades) 

This  small  compact  plant,  away  from  private  dwellings,  is  maintained 

AS  A  FAMILY  BUSINESS.  IT  IS  KEPT  SCRUPULOUSLY  CLEAN  AND  PROVIDES  A  USEFUL 
AVENUE  TO  THE  LOCAL  FARMING  COMMUNITY  TO  RID  THEMSELVES  OF  OLD  AND  SICK 
ANIMALS,  KNOWING  THAT  DISPOSAL  WILL  BE  CARRIED  OUT  IN  A  HUMANE  MANNER.  ALL 
ANIMALS  FOODSTUFF  IS  STERILIZED  PRIOR  TO  SALE  IN  THE  PET  FOODS  SHOP  IN  THE 
ADJACENT  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

THE  PREMISES  WERE  INSPECTED  TWELVE  TIMES  DURING  THE  YEAR  AND  ON  TWO 
OCCASIONS  A  VISIT  WAS  MADE  BY  THE  MINISTRY  VETERINARY  OFFICER. 
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Throughput  for  1971 


Horses 

Bulls/Cows 

Calves 

Cattle 

Donkeys 

Rams 

83 

293 

95 

136 

9 

4 

116  BLOOD  TESTS  TAKEN. 

Food  Premises 

A  survey  of  all  food  premises  was  completed  this  year.  A  programme  is 

NOW  IN  HAND  WHEREBY  ANY  PREMISES  WHICH  FALL  SHORT  OF  THE  REQUIRED  STANDARD 
FOR  ANY  REASON  ARE  BEING  IMPROVED, 

The  DIFFERENT  TYPES  OF  FOOD  PREMISES  ARE  AS  FOLLOWSt- 

Public  Houses  (full  meals)  15 

Public  Houses  15 

Cafes  &  Restaurants  6 

Butchers  6 

Greengrocers  4 

General  Provision  33 

Fried  Fish  and  Chip  Shops  I 

Creamery  I 

Confectioners  9 

Bakeries  2 

Food  Factory  I 

93 

Total  Visits  254 

No.  of  Informal  Letters  sent  48 

Public  Houses 

No.  of  Inspections  made:-  54 

With  few  exceptions,  all  public  houses  are  to  a  good  standard.  The 

TREND  IS  FOR  THE  OLD  VILLAGE  INN  TO  DISAPPEAR  AN  R  BE  REPLACED  BY  HOUSES 
WITH  A  GOOD  STANDARD  OF  COMFORT  AND  DECORATION  WHICH  ALSO  PROVIDE  MEALS, 

Adequate  facilities  for  preparation  and  cooking  of  meals  is  being  required 

WHERE  NECESSARY. 

The  BREWERS  ARE  BEGINNING  TO  REALISE  THAT  THE  MAJORITY  OF  THE  PUBLIC 
PREFER  PREMISES  WITH  EASILY  ACCESSIBLE  MODERN  TOILET  AND  WASHING  FACILITIES,, 

This  is  reflected  in  their  improvement  programmes,  not  without  some  assistance 
from  this  Department. 

It  is  regretted  that  the  magistrates  at  the  Brewster  Sessions  do  not 
consult  the  Public  Health  Department  before  renewing  licences  especially  as 
we  are  in  the  forefront  in  protecting  the  public  in  food  hygiene  matters. 

Cafes  and  Restaurants 

No.  of  Inspections  made:-  24 

Again  in  this  sphere,  improvements  are  being  requested,  especially  in 
kitchens.  The  majority  of  proprietors  are  hygiene  conscious  but  regular 
inspections  reveal  short  comings  not  always  noticed  by  themselves. 
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Butchers  Shops 

No.  of  Inspections  made:-  27 

Traditionally,  local  butchers  operate  to  their  own  high  standards,  but 

AGAIN  fN  SOME  CASES  PREMISES  CAN  BE  IMPROVED  IN  DIFFERENT  WAYS,  AND  WITH 
CO-OPERATION,  THIS  IS  BEING  DONE. 

Grocers,  Greengrocers  and  Confectioners 

No.  of  Inspections  made:-  131 

These  premises  are  generally  satisfactory,  but  standards  are  difficult 

TO  MAINTAIN  IN  SOME  OLD  PREMISES.  WITHOUT  EXCEPTION  PROPRIETORS  HAVE 
PROVED  THEIR  WILLINGNESS  TO  CO-OPERATE  WHERE  NECESSARY  WITH  ALL  REASONABLE 
REQUESTS  FROM  THIS  DEPARTMENT. 

Fried  Fish  and  Chip  Shops 
No.  of  Inspections  made:-  2 

There  is  only  one  such  shop  in  this  area  and  it  is  situated  in  modern 
premises.  A  satisfactory  standard  has  been  maintained. 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

No.  of  Registered  Premises:-  24 

Without  exception  all  these  premises  operate  as  other  food  businesses 

AND  ARE  SATISFACTORILY  CONTROLLED. 

Dairies 

No.  of  Inspections  made:-  3 

There  is  only  one  dairy  in  the  district  and  this  pasteurises  and  packs 
cream.  Only  the  premises  are  the  responsibility  of  this  Department  and 

THESE  HAVE  BEEN  COMPLETELY  RENOVATED  THIS  YEAR.  THE  EQUIPMENT  AND  PROCESSES 
CARRIED  OUT  ARE  CONTROLLED  BY  THE  KENT  COUNTY  COUNCIL  WHO  ARE  THE  FOOD  AND 
Hrugs  Authority. 

M  ILK  D I  STR I  BUTORS 

No.  of  Registered  Premises:-  24 

The  majority  of  distributors  are  local  grocer’s  shops  who  keep  small 

AMOUNTS  OF  MILK  FOR  THE  CONVENIENCE  OF  CUSTOMERS.  THREE  PREMISES  ARE  MILK 
STORAGE  DEPOTS  FROM  WHICH  DAILY  DELIVERIES  ARE  MADE.  NO  MILK  IS  PROCESSED 
I  N  THE  DISTRICT. 

Bakehouses 

No.  of  Inspections  made:-  24 

The  two  bakehouses  have  been  satisfactorily  operated  during  the  year, 
but  again  our  policy  of  progressive  improvement  has  been  followed. 

Bakehouses  continually  face  the  problem  of  preventing  foreign  bodies  gaining 
access  to  their  products  and  the  two  proprietors  have  been  given  advice  on 

THIS  POINT. 

Food  Factories 

No.  of  Inspections  made:-  10 

The  one  food  factory  in  the  district,  cleans,  blanches,  fries  and  cans 
peanuts.  The  workrooms  are  clean  and  the  staff  wear  headgear  and  overalls. 
The  management . co-operates  with  the  inspectorate  at  all  times.  No  complaints 
were  received  of  unwholesome  products  from  these  works. 


Mobile  Food  Vehicles 
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No.  of  Inspections  made:-  15 

When  possible,  delivery  vehicles  are  checked  both  at  their  depots  anp 
on  rounds.  Only  minor  infringements  have  been  found  so  far  and  I  have  no 

REASON  TO  SUSPECT  THAT  VANS  FROM  THIS  DISTRICT  ARE  NOT  GENERALLY  TO  A 
SATISFACTORY  STANDARD, 


Three  mobile  food  stalls  which  prepare  and  sell  food  to  the  public  have 
been  o=>erating  at  various  times  during  the  year  at  Hothfielb  Common.  All 

OWNERS  RECEIVED  AN  INFORMAL  LETTER  DRAWING  THEIR  ATTENTION  TO  CONTRAVENTIONS 

of  the  Regulations.  Two  left  the  site  and  the  other  is  in  the  process  of 

COMPLYING  WITH  OUR  REQUIREMENTS.  FREQUENT  INSPECTIONS  ARE  NECESSARY  TO  THIS 
TYPE  OF  VEHICLE  AS  STANDARDS  OF  HYGIENE  CAN  EASILY  FALL  IN  SUCH  CONFINED 
SPACES  ESPECIALLY  WHEN  TRADE  IS  GOOD. 


Food  Condemnations  and  Complaints 


The  majority  of  foodstuffs  condemned  were,  from  grocers  shops  which  had 

HAD  REFRIGERATOR  FAILURES.  FROZEN  FOODS  ONCE  THAWED  SHOULD  NOT  BE  REFROZEN 
AND  SOLD,  AND  WE  WILLINGLY  GIVE  CERTIFICATES  TO  HELP  PREVENT  THIS  HAPPENING. 

Advice  on  other  suspected  unsound  foods  was  given  on  many  occasions  at 

THE  REQUEST  OF  PROPRIETORS. 

Six  CONSUMER  COMPLAINTS  were  investigated  and  three  warranted  reporting 
to  Council.  In  each  case  it  was  resoxved  that  warning  letters  be  sent  to 
those  responsible. 

Food  Poisoning 

Two  cases  were  notified  by  medical  practitioners  and  investigated. 

In  one  a  meat  pie  was  suspected  of  causing  illness  to  two  people  but 
this  could  not  be  confirmed  by  analysis.  The  other  case  was  more  serious 

IN  THAT  A  SMALL  CHILD  WAS  ADMITTED  TO  HOSPITAL  AND  SALMONELLA  TYPHIMURIUM 
WAS  ISOLATED  FROM  A  FAECAL  SAMPLE.  CONTACTS  WERE  TRACED  AND  A  FURTHER 
PATIENT  WAS  FOUND  TO  BE  INFECTED  AS  A  RESULT  OF  FAECAL  SAMPLING. 

Sampling  by  County  Sampling  Officer 


The  FOLLOWING  DETAILS  ARE  OF  SAMPLES  TAKEN  WITHIN  THE  RURAL  DJSTRTCT 
AND  SUBMITTED  TO  THE  PUBLIC  ANALYST.  THE  FIGURES  WERE  FURNISHED  BY  THE 

Chief  Inspector  of  the  Weights  and  Measures  Department  of  the  Kent  County 
Council,  which  is  the  responsible  authority  for  this  purpose: 


Number  of 
Samples  Taken 


Milk  . . . . . . . . . . 

Tinned  meats,  meat,  fish,  fish  and  meat  pastes  ....... 

Sugar,  sugar  confectionery,  flour  confectionery, 

chocolate  products,  cereals  . . . 

Tea,  coffee,  cocoa,  beverages,  minerals,  cordials  .... 

Jams,  preserves,  honey,  jellies  . . . . 

Dried  fruit,  raw  fruit,  vegetables,  tinned  fruit  and 

VEGETABLES  . . . . . . 

Pickles,  sauces,  vinegar,  condiments  . . . 

Drugs,  medicines  . . 

Beer,  wines,  spirits  . . . . . . 

Miscellaneous  . . . . . . . . 


26 

2 


2 


5 

5 

3 

5 

12 


62 


It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  all  the  above  samples  were  returned  as 

BEING  SATISFACTORY. 


to 


HOUSING 


Grant  Aid:  House  Improvements 

Since  the  Government  raised  the  ceiling  of  Grant  Aid,  owners  have  in' 

MANY  CASES  FORSAKEN  STANDARD  GRANTS  FOR  DISCRETIONARY  ONES,  THE  COUNCIL 
HAS  ALWAYS  BEEN  A  FIRM  BELIEVER  IN  THE  RENTENT I  ON  OF  HOUSES  BY  IMPROVEMENT, 
AND  FULLY  SUPPORT  THE  SCHEME.  NATIONAL  PROPAGANDA  IS  STILL  USING  ALL 
MEDIUMS  TO  PUT  OVER  TO  OWNERS  THE  VALUE  OF  MODERNISATION. 

Since  1958,  474  houses  have  been  improved.  303  Discretionary  Grants 
AVERAGED  AT  £270  PER  HOUSE  AND  I  7  I  STANDARD  GRANTS  AVERAGED  AT  £  I  68 . 50 
PER  DWELLING. 


Approvals  during  1971 


Discretionary  Grants 
Standard  Grants 


%  K 

o/occ. 


30 

7 


Empty 

or  Amount  Approved 

Rented 

14  £32599,06 

7  £4224.32 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  properties  improved  and 

COMPLETED  ANNUALLY  SINCE  1958: 


! 

Year 

Dl SCRET 1 ONARY 

Grants  Completed 

— - - - 

Amount  Given 

] - 

|  Standard  Grants 

|  Completed 

Amount 

Given 

1958 

22 

£6542.81 

\ 

£ 

1959 

17 

£4386.46 

i 

mm 

I960 

14 

£4045.15 

- 

1  961 

30 

£10525.05 

9 

£1019.37 

1962 

26 

£9382.67 

12 

£1075.00 

1963 

18 

£6724.25 

1  1 

£906.23 

1964 

14 

£3392.50 

17 

£1026.50 

1965 

9 

£3454.33 

19 

£3178.42 

1966 

8 

£3089.50 

}  16 

£2864.82 

1967 

3 

£1200.00 

20 

£4169.07 

1968 

1 

£400.00 

22 

£41 12.88 

1969 

2 

£625.00 

16 

£3746.77 

1  970 

1  1 

£7208.25 

1  5 

£3504.95 

1971 

28 

£21 538.38 

14 

£3226.06 

Total 

303 

£8251 1 .35 

171 

£28830.01 

Breakdown  of  Amenities  gained  during  1971: 


Bathrooms  added 

Bathrooms  within  house 

Baths 

Bas i ns 

W.C .  su | TES 

Hot  and  Cold  3' pts. 

Hot  and  Cold  2  pts. 

S I  NKS 

Ventilated  food  stores 
Rewi r i ng 
Septic  tanks 
Add.  rooms 

Part  central  heating 
Damp  proofing 


I  3 

27 

40 

41 
38 

42 
I 

28 
I  6 
16 
I  I 

8 

4 

25 


Inspect i ons 


Inspections  ©>»  ©ompi  aimt  (owtt j  ihq  24 

Re- I NSPECT I ONS  ON  SERVICE  OF  NOTICE  (»WU.  LINGS)  66 

Informal  notices  served  (dwellings)  12 

Informal  notices  complied  (dwellings)  10 

Statutory  notices  served  (dwellings)  2 

Statutory  notices  complied  (dwellings) 

Houses  inspected  Hsg.  Act  I958/SS.I6  4 

Undertakings  accepted  2 

Houses  demolished 

Total  visits  and  inspections  to  all  classes 

OF  PROPERTY  2722 

Office  interviews  294 


Council  Housing  Programme 

No  council  houses  were  built  during  1971. 

Old  peoples  bungalows  have  proved  an  unqualified  success  and  the 
tenants  appreciate  the  friendly  Warden  Service. 


No.  of  families  rehoused:  33 

No.  OF  families  on 
Housing  List  at  31.12.71:  126 

House  Erection 

By  Local  Authority:  NIL 

By  Private  Enterprise:  26 


RODENT  CONTROL 

Operator:  Mr.  T.  Else 


The  operator  is 
courses  organised  by 


ENTHUS I  AST  I C 

the  Ministry 


IN  HIS  WORK  AND  HAS  ATTENDED  REVISION 


The  six-monthly  sewer  treatments  have  proved  that  the  sewers  are 

PRACTICALLY  CLEAR  OF  RODENTS  EXCEPT  IN  TWO  SMALL  AREAS  IN  CHARING  AND 
SMARDEN  . 


Notification  has  been  received  from  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food  that  following  test  trappings,  two  farms  in  the 

DISTRICT  HARBOURED  WARFARIN  RESISTANT  RATS. 

THE  FOLLOWING  TABLE  GIVES  A  SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  CARRIED  OUT  IN  1971. 


Number  of  properties  in  district 
Total  number  of  properties  (including 

NEARBY  PREMISES)  INSPECTED  FOLLOWING 
NOT  I F I  CAT  I  ON . 

Total  infested  by  ( I )  Rats 

(2)  Mice 

Total  number  of  properties  inspected 

FOR  RATS  and/or  MICE  FOR  REASONS 
OTHER  THAN  NOTIFICATION. 


j - - - 

Type  of 

. -T 

Property 

Non-Agr I  CULTURAL 

AGR 1  CULTURAL 

5632 

326 

71 

1  1 

27 

7 

33 

4 

40 

71 

3 

26 

7 

7 

Number  infested  by  (I)  Rats 

(2)  Mice 
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In  a-DQ|T(on  to  rats  and  MICE,  THE  DF^nTMEMT  via*  CA1JED  TO  DEAL  WITH; 

Bees/Wasps  Flies  Beetles/Cockroaches  Fleas  Amts 

28  10  13  16  15 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

During  the  year  the  Work  Study  Officer  carried  out  a  survey  on  the 
Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  teams.  Arising  out  of  this  operation  the 
Union  and  the  Council  agreed  to  implement  a  bonus  scheme.  To  date  the 

NEW  SERVICE  HAS  WORKED  WELL.  DURING  I  97  I  THERE  WAS  ALMOST  NO  CHANGE  OF 
STAFF  WHICH  ENABLED  A  SMOOTHER  WORKING  THAN  HERETOFORE. 


A)  Refuse  Collection 


Staff 


Veh  i  CLES 


I  Foreman 
3  Drivers 
6  Loaders 

3  Shelvoke  &  Drewry 
I  Shelvoke  &  Drewry 


Pakamat i cs 

Fore  and  Aft  Tipper 


B)  Refuse  Disposal 


Staff 


Veh i cles 


3  Drivers 

I  Paper  Baler  (spare  Refuse  Collector) 
I  Labourer 

I  C/H  Bulldozer 
I  Tractor 

I  Weatherill  Front  Loader  Shovel 


C )  Plant 


Staff 

EQU I PMENT 


I  Plant  Maintenance  Fitter 

Thompson  Fermascreen  Pulveriser 
Electric  Paper  Baler 


D)  Salvage 


The  collection  of  salvage  is  still  carried  out  with  the  refuse 
collection.  From  the  salvage  collected  50fo  is  returned  to  the  men  as  a 
bonus. 

The  following  table  shows  the  receipts  from  salvage  during  the  year. 
Figures  in  brackets  refer  to  the  previous  year. 


Mixed  Waste  Papers 

AND  CARDBOARD 

(£2215.50) 

£2468.88 

Metals,  rags  etc. 

(£176.05) 

£208.09 

Total 

(£2391 .57) 
£2676.97 

Outside  the  weekly  domestic  refuse  collection  much  work  has  been 
carried  out  under  the  Civic  Amenities  Act  to  clear  hedgerows  and  verges  of 

DUMPED  HEAVY  HOUSEHOLD  EQUIPMENT  AND  OTHER  IMPEDIMENTS  LEFT  BY  IRRESPONSIBLE 
MEMBERS  OF  THE  PUBLIC. 
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CIVIC  AMENITIES  ACT 


Car  Removals 


125  PROBABLY  DUMPED  VEHICLES  WERE  INVESTIGATED,  96  WERE  REMOVED  TO 
BREAKERS  YARDS  AT  THE  EXPENSE  OF  THE  COUNCIL,  SOME  WERE  VOLUNTARILY  REMOVED 
BY  THE  OWNERS  AND  THE  REST  WERE  TOWED  TO  THE  TIP  FOR  DISPOSAL.  THESE 
INVESTIGATIONS  TAKE  UP  MUCH  VALUABLE  TIME  OF  THE  STAFF. 

CARAVAN  SITES 


a )  Two  Private  Residential  Sites 

Both  these  are  situated  at  Charing,  are  well  run  and  always  full. 

Caravans  even  the  most  modern,  cannot  be  satisfactory  permanent 
RESIDENCES.  HOUSING  BEING  SO  SHORT,  YOUNG  COUPLES  PURCHASE  A  CARAVAN  AND 
ARE  HAPPY  UNTIL  THE  ADVENT  OF  A  FAMILY.  ELDERLY  PEOPLE  THINK  A  CARAVAN  IS 
IDEAL  FOR  RETIREMENT  UNTIL  INFIRMITY  AND  SICKNESS  ASSOCIATED  WITH  THE  AGED 
TAKES  THEIR  TOLL. 

The  Council  then  has  to  consider  applications  for  rehousing  and  in 

GENERAL  WILL  NOT  CONSIDER  THESE  UNLESS,  THE  CARAVANNERS  HAVE  BEEN  IN 
RESIDENCE  FOR  FOUR  YEARS  AND  HAVE  SUPPORTING  MEDICAL  CERTIFICATES. 

b)  Council  Gypsy  Site 

The  site  has  now  been  in  use  for  a  full  year.  Besides  hard  standings 

BRICK  BUILT  SHEDS  AND  WASHROOMS  HAVE  BEEN  PROVIDED,  THE  LATTER  CONTAINING 
ELECTRIC  SLOT  METERS. 

THE  SITE  IS  APPRECIATED  AND  THF.  FEW  WHO  LEFT  FOR  THE  SUMMER  LEFT 
DEPOSITS  OF  MONEY  TO  RESERVE  THEIR  SITES  FOR  THE  AUTUMN  RETURN. 

Very  little  damage  has  been  seen  on  the  site  and  it  is  kept  fairly 

TIDY  -  NO  COMPLAINTS  HAVE  BEEN  RECEIVED  FROM  THE  NEIGHBOURING  FARMERS. 

FACT OR Y  _ADM  I  N  I  S TRAT  I  ON 

Prescribed  Part i culars  of  the  Administration 
of  the  Factories  Act,  1957 

Part  I  of  the  Act 


I.  Inspection  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  Health 

(including  inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


....  1 
Premises 

1 

i 

No  * 

ON 

RE  Do 

■«. 

1  N  S  P  E  C  T  °* 

1  tw  s 
(3) 

-  '  Number  of 

Wr 1 TTEN 

Not i ces 
(4) 

OCCUP 1 ERS 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

( 1 )  Factories  in  which 
Sect i ons  1 , 2, 3, 4  and  6 

ARE  ENFORCED  BY  LOCAL 

Authori t i es. 

2 

2 

- 

- 

. 

(2)  Factories  not 

1 NCLUDED  IN  ( 1  )  IN  WHICH 

Section  7  is  enforced  by 
Lgcal  Authorities. 

.  _ 

43 

26 

- 

mm 

(3)  Other  premi ses  i n 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities  (excluding 
outworkers  premises) 

mm  •• 

- 

- 

- 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  founb  under  Sections  I ,2,3, 4,6  and  7  =  NIL 

OFFICES.  SHOPS  &  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 
Eleven  new  registrations  were  made  during  1971 , 

Routine  inspections  were  carried  out  to  premises  on  the  register. 


J  ■> 

Class  of  Workplace 

No.  OF  PREMISES 
REGISTERED  AT 

END  OF  YEAR 

1  NSPECT 1 ONS 

MADE 

Off i ces 

6 

5 

Retail  Shops 

39 

35 

Wholesale  Depts. 
and  Warehouses 

2 

2 

Catering  Establish¬ 
ments  OPEN  TO  THE 

PUBL 1 C 

10 

1  f) 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

- 

- 

ANALYSIS  BY  WORKPLACE  OF  PERSONS  EMPLOYED  IN 

'  REGISTERED  PREMISES  AT  END  OF  YEAR 

*miw  t  -  —  — —  -  —  — -  - — t  - T  rnri  „ 
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Class  of  Workplace 

Number  of  Persons  Employed 

Offices 

22 

Retail  Shops 

122 

Wholesale  Departments, 
Warehouses 

14 

Catering  Establishments 

62 

OPEN  TO  THE  PUBLIC 

Canteens 

- 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

- 

Total 

220 

Total  Males 

78 

Total  Females 

142 

SHOP  ACTS  ADMIN  1 

STRATI  ON 

Inspections  made  under  this  Act  were  carried  out  in  conjunction  with 
visits  made  under  the  provisions  of  other  Acts. 


Except  for  Stanhope  estate  and  a  wholesale  cash  and  carry  store 
there  are  no  large  shops  in  the  area,  mostly  being  small  village  shops,  the 
majority  run  as  family  businesses. 


In  conclusion  I  WOULD  like  to  record  my  thanks  and  appreciation  to  the 
Council  for  their  continuous  support  and  interest  during  the  year  and  to  the 
staff  for  their  loyal  co-operation  at  all  times. 

I  HAVE  THE  HONOUR  TO  BE 

Your  obedient  servant, 


ARTHUR  H.  HAYES 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 


